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ALL GOOD WISHES FOR THE NEW YEAR 2015 
 

We are at the threshold of a New Year 2015. Throughout the world, year 2014 was the year 

of the person ‘Namo’ - Narendra Modi, our beloved Prime Minister. We greet the nation and 

entire fraternity of Punjab National Bank “A VERY HAPPY NEW YEAR 2015”. This is a 

time to look at the events of the last year and make resolutions for the New Year. We also 

need to do a lot of soul searching if we really expect this New Year to be happy for all of us.  
 

Though our country is the largest democracy in the world, our political system is controlled 

by the corrupt politicians/bureaucrats, mafia and ill-gotten money power. The situation 

demands purposeful awakening in the people of our country. The bank employees being 

important section of the society must play their role towards consolidation and integration of 

our country.  
 

NATIONAL SCENE 
If, we look at the National events of the last year, it will show the criminal and inhuman face 

of our society. Increase in crimes, atrocities on women more particularly the rising incidents 

of gang rape, death of several women in Raipur in state run mass sterilisation campaign, rise 

of BJP to power at centre with a clear majority followed by formation of its governments in 

Haryana, Maharashtra and Jharkhand and its emergence as best performer in J&K Assembly 

elections, declaration of 21
st
 June as ‘World Yoga Day’ by United Nations on the appeal 

made by our Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi in UN Council, significant change in the 

attitude of countries like Japan, China, Australia, USA and other European countries towards 

India after formation of new government at centre, news from White House confirming US 

President Barak Obama’s visit to India to attend our Republic Day celebrations as chief 

guest, row over religious conversions; were the main events of the last year. Defeat of 

Congress Party in recent elections to Loksabha and assemblies of Haryana, Maharashtra and 

Jharkhand, Government’s decision to bestow India’s highest civilian award ‘Bharat Ratna’ 

upon former Prime Minister Shri Atal Behari Bajpai and great freedom fighter, educationist 

& social reformer late Pt. Madan Mohan Malviya, Novel Prize for peace jointly to Shri 

Kailash Satyarthi of India and Ms Malala Yousafzai of Pakistan, deaths of hundreds of 

people in Kashmir and North-East due to floods, formation of a new state of Telangana, 

successful launching of PSLV-C23 with five foreign satellites & India’s first navigation 

satellite, successful entry of India’s Mars orbiter in 1
st
 attempt into the Mars orbit, successful 

launching of heaviest rocket GSLV-3, successful test firing of Nuclear capable cruise 

missiles Nirbhay, Agni-II, Agni-IV, Prithvi-II, Dhanush and surface to air missile Akash, 

declaration of 218 coal block allocations as illegal and recognition of transgender as third 

gender by the Supreme Court, launching of ‘Swachch Bharat Abhiyan’ and ‘Pradhan Mantri 

Jan Dhan Yojna’ by the Prime Minister,  rate of inflation goes down to record 0%, crude 

prices slumped to record five years lowest level, Rupee slumped at record 13 months low 

level, Ms J. Jayalalitha convicted by Special court, sentenced to four years imprisonment and 

fined with Rs. 100 crore; were the other important events of the last year.  
 

During the last year we lost prominent politicians like Shri Gopi Nanth Munde Minister for 

Rural Development and Shri A.R. Antulay former Chief Minister of Maharashtra, Yoga Guru 

Shri B. K. S. Iyenger, noted cartoonist Shri Pran Kumar Sharma, religious leader of Dawoodi 

Bohras Syedna Mohammed Burhanuddin, Shri Russi Mody former CMD of Tata Steel, 

famous Marathi poet Shri Namdeo Dhasal, prominent novelist Shri Khuswant Singh, actors 

Sadashiv Amrapurkar and Deven Verma, actresses Suchitra Sen, Nanda  and Zohra Sehgal, 

film makers/directors A. Nageshwara Rao, K. Balachandran and Ravi Chopra and so many 

other prominent personalities. We pray to god to give peace to the souls of all the above 

deceased, pay our highest tributes and homage to all of them.              

NCBE

RIGHT DUTY

R
IG

H
T IS MIGH

T

AIPNBSF



-2-  
 

We further pray to god to give peace to the souls of all the students killed by Taliwan 

terrorists in Peshawar city of Pakistan, innocent people and police/security force personnel 

killed in naxalite attacks, terrorist attacks in Jammu & Kashmir, Assam and other parts of the 

country, people killed in unprecedented floods in Kashmir Valley and North-East, twenty 

four students from Hyderabad who washed away in Beas river in Himachal Pradesh and 

others who lost their lives due to natural calamities like cyclone in coastal areas, etc.  
 

INTERNATIONAL SCENE 
On international scene beheading of journalists of America and its friend nations, killings of 

innocent people particularly women, minor girls and children in Iraq & Afghanistan by the 

terrorists of ISIS and in our neighborhood massacre of students at a Military school in 

Peshawar by Taliwan terrorists were the main events of the last year. But Pakistan has not 

learnt any lesson so far which is very much clear from its actions of financing & openly 

supporting Jamaat-ud-Dawa chief Hafiz Muhammad Saeed for organizing a rally at Lahore, 

shelter provided to the most wanted terrorist of India, mastermind of 1993 Mumbai blasts & 

one of the masterminds of 26/11 Mumbai attacks Dawood Ibrahim and the bail granted to the 

mastermind of 26/11 Mumbai attack Zaki-ur-Rehman Lakhbi by a Pakistani court and 

repeated incidents of unprovoked firing & infiltration of terrorists by Pakistani army into 

Indian Territory. 
 

The year 2015 will pose challenges for bank employees on the following issues:- 
 

1) 10
th

 Wage Revision: You all are aware that our wage revision has become due more than 

two years ago on 1
st
 November 2012. But so far nothing fruitful has come out. IBA has so far 

offered only 11% increase in the salary. The attitude of IBA/Government is very disgusting. 

At the call of UFBU all the bank employees/officers have so far gone on strike for five days 

i.e. one day strike on 18
th

 December 2013, two days strike on 10
th

 & 11
th

 February 2014, one 

day strike on 12
th

 November 2014 and for one day strike during zonal relay strikes between 

2
nd

 and 5
th

 December 2014 demanding legitimate wage revision. All these strikes were 

tremendous success but the IBA/Government has not taken any note of the anger of the bank 

employees/officers so far. Now, UFBU has given the call for one day strike on 7
th

 January 

2015, four days strike from 21
st
 to 24

th
 January 2015 and indefinite strike from 16

th
 March 

2015 onwards on this issue. It is not going to be an easy task to achieve the demands raised 

by the unions. There is a need of sustained struggle ahead to achieve 10
th

 Wage Revision. 
 

2) Unwarranted Economic Reforms: The efforts are being continued and intensified by the 

Government of India to dilute public sector banking, further liberalise public sector banks, 

encourage private sector and foreign banks, opening banking sector to more and more private 

and foreign capital in the name of economic reforms. Now, licences are sought to be given to 

corporate sector to open their own banks. All these measures are detrimental to the interest of 

public sector banks in particular and banking industry in general. Recently, RBI has also 

given approval to banks and FIIs to participate in commodity market. 
 

3) Customer Service: Today bank employees are under attack from various sections. The 

rumors have been spread that the bank employees do not care for the work while this is not 

the fact. We request all our members to be more courteous & friendly to the customers. 
 

Comrades, in the year to come we have to face a lot of problems and challenges. Bank 

employees/officers need to fight for their very existence also. The need of the hour is to face 

the challenges in our path unitedly. So let us resolve that we all will face all the challenges 

unitedly under the banner of UFBU and will make the call given by UFBU for one day 

strike on 7
th

 January 2015, four days strike from 21
st
 to 24

th
 January 2015 followed by 

indefinite strike from 16
th

 March 2015 onwards a tremendous success.  
 

We appeal for mass struggle with high spirit against all the odds in our path, since it is the 

only key to success.  
 

We are sure to be crowned with success when we fight without any respite. 
 

With revolutionary greetings, 
 

Yours comradely, 

                                                 

                                                                                                                         (R. K. Sharma) 

  General Secretary 


